
Landscape: Power Materialized
An Argument in Eight Scenes

Don Mitchell

Department of Geography

Syracuse University

Syracuse, NY USA

September 17, 2015



I.



Nåsudden



















II.



Holtville, California

San Diego/Tijuana























III.



Moraga











Moraga

Oakland











IV.



Landscape is “an area, as perceived by a people, whose character is the result 
of action and interaction of natural and/or human factors” (European 
Landscape Convention)
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Landscape: “(A view presented by) an expanse of terrain which is visible from a 
particular place or direction; an expanse of (country) scenery” (Shorter Oxford English 

Dictionary)
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“The environments we live in are in a very real sense the past present.  We live in an among 
the institutions and spaces bequeathed to us by what came before.  But geography is more 

than the sedimented spaces produced in the recent and distant past.  Geography sculpts the 

future.  The spaces we create place possibilities and constraints on that which is yet to come, 

because the world of the future must, quite literally be built upon the spaces of the past.  To 

change the future, then, means to change the material spaces of the present.” (p. 280)





Landscape as “discourse materialized”

Discourse is “those shared meanings which are socially constituted, 
ideologies, [or] sets of ‘common sense’ assumptions”

Any “discourse is a ‘social framework of intelligibility’ within which all 

practices are communicated, negotiated, and challenged.”

“Each seemingly individual decision behind any particular U.S. 
landscape is embedded within a discourse.  When the action results in 

a tangible landscape element, or a total ensemble, the cultural 

landscape becomes discourse materialized.  Examples of such 

discourses might include zoning theory and practice, architectural 

trends, economic consumption patterns and others.”

“… as a material component of a discourse or a set of intersecting 
discourses, ‘the cultural landscape’ at once captures the intent and the 
ideology of the discourse and is a constitutive part of its ongoing 

development and reinforcement.”

Rich Schein

“The Place of Landscape”
1997
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